COORDINATING i TIMES

UPCOMEING WEEK WITHOUT
HOST CONGREGATION

Alpha House will be withour a3 hosring
congregaltion Augqust 20-26. Volunreers are
needed ro fill all shifts (excluding rhe Sarurday
and Sunday dinner &evening activity). Please ler
your congregalion and Frusty volunreers know
thar Alpha House is in deep need of volunteers
willing ro help during rthis week. Anyone
inferesfed in volunreering should conracr Heidi
Beck ar: 734-395-0081 or hbeck@alphahouse-

ihn.org.

Thank you for spreading the word about rhis
imporrant need!

July Coordinators Meeling
Twelve people arrended rhe recent
Coordinarors Meefling. IF was 3 fanraskic
garhering full of productive, crearive, and lively
discussion. New sraff members, Pam Chalklin, IHN
Housing Relocation Coordinator, and Angie
Learh, IHN Home-Based Family Faciliraror,
infroduced rhemselves and spoke abour rheir
work. You can read more abour each of rhe
ralented new IHN sraff members in the summer
2007 IHN newslettrer.

Orher agenda ifems included: rhe Volunteer
Action Team, an email alerl system, raking IHN
families on oulings, rhe 2008 schedule, a
welcome fo new congregartions, and Gimme
Shelrer reminder & updare. Please read more
abour each of rthese ropics in rthe following

pages.

Nexr Coordinators Meeling:
Thursday, Seprember 06
7pm ar Alpha House

B W

HEE Volunteer Action Team

The newly forming Volunteer Action Team wiill
develop a vision and creafe a plan fro expand
volunreer involvemenr fo more effecrively and
comprehensively serve IHN families. Some
creative ideas for expanded volunteer
involvement generared ar rhe last Coordinarors

Auqgust 2007
Meering included: urilizing parish nurses, helping
families move, assisting with home mainrenance
and car repair, and menloring.

The Volunreer Action Team will hold irs Firsk
meefing affer Labor Day. If you or orhers in your
congregation

are inreresfted in lending your voice and insighr
ro rhis exciting process, please contacr Heidi Beck
ar 734-822-0220 or hbeck@alphahouse-ihn.org.

Email Alerl Sysfrem

One type of feedback we received from
volunteers during the sfrafegic planning process
was 3 desire fo be berrer connecred ro Alpha
House, the needs of our families, and efforfls fo
end homelessness. Ar rhe last Coordinators
Meeting, we discussed launching an email alerr
system to be used ro inform volunteers and IHN
supporters abour urgenr shelfer needs, unique
volunteer opporfunities, and leqgislarive acrion
impacting homeless families.

Many coordinarors ar the meefling expressed a
desire fo remain rthe main conracr for rheir
congregation and the filter rhrough which
information flows rarther than widening rthe list
ro include any infterested volunteer. Under rhis
model, Coordinators would have rhe
responsibiliry Fo communicate upcoming Alpha
House needs and action alerts Fo rheir
congregations in the way rhat makes sense for
each congregation (making an announcement
during services, placing an brief arficle in rhe
newslerrer, calling someone who you know
could meetl rthe need, erc).

Your inpurl is imporrant! Please confact Heidi
wirh your ideas and suggesrions for developing
this new fool to serve our families more
effecrively.

Our and Abour with IHN Families
Looking for crearive ways fo share a liftle exfra
joy wirh Alpha House families? Wondering how
ro fill rhose weekend affernoons ar Alpha




House? Searching for ways to utilize the qifts of
your volunrteers? Consider planning an outing
with Alpha House families! Weekend day Irips
can be for a few hours fo somewhere special
such as Vers Park Pool, miniature golf, the
movies, bowling, Hands on Museum, efc. These
rypes of opportunities are rare for our families
and can be incredibly rewarding for all involved.
Please ler Heidi know if you are inferesred in
planning an outring.

IHN Program Highlight

Tenanr Based Rentral Assistance Pilor Projecr
In 2007, the Michigan Srare Housing
Development Authority (MSHDA) awarded a grant
ro IHN in partnership wirth SOS Community
Services based on a model of service called
Housing First. The name of rhis Pilor Project is
Tenant Based Rental Assistance (TBRA) and wiill
be conducred over the nexr rwo years. Sixry
vouchers are being made available ro families
who are experiencing homelessness and who
reside in shelfers in Washtenaw, Jackson,
Hillsdale or Lenawee Counties. These vouchers
will offser rhe cosr of renral properties based on
income for participating families. Of rhe sixty
vouchers being awarded, 34 will go ro families
residing in Washrenaw County. The antricipared
resull of rthe TBRA Pilor Project is thar families will
be self-sufficient ar the end of fwo years!

TBRA found its roofs in 3 program developed in
New York City whereby persons who were
homeless and asking for housing were
accommodared /mmediarely. The oufcome of
this approach fo circumvent homelessness
demonstrated an increased success foward self-
sufficiency and was directly proportional fto
readily available affordable housing.

Alrhough Washrenaw County does nof yel have
the resources fo provide affordable housing
wirhour delay, we antricipate rhal the outcome of
TBRA will be a srepping sfone rhar will change
rhe ourlook of homelessness, nor only in
parfticipating counties, bur rhroughour Michigan.

Pam Chalklin, IHN Housing Relocarion
Coordinaror, manages IHN s role in rthe TBRA Pilor
Program. Pam joined rhe IHN fream in June, 2007
and brings a wealth of skills, knowledge, and
enthusiasm. Pam a3lso coordinates housing
relocation services for all IHN families. IHN is
rthrilled ro have Pam on board and excited fo
have rhe opporftunity ro participate in the TBRA
Pilor Project.

Welcome Foundation of Faith!

We are pleased to welcome another new
congregation fo the IHN family of volunreers!
The Ann Arbor-based church, Foundation of Faith,
will serve ifs firsk meal ar Alpha House on
Sarturday, Auqust 12rh. They will prepare lunch
and provide affernoon children s activities on
rhe second Sarurday of each monrh rhrough rhe
end of rhe year.

IHN Website Link

www.alphahouse-ihn.org

The IHN website is currenfly undergoing an
exftensive updaring process. If you have never
visired our website, take a look! Ir conrains a
greal deal of information aboul our programs,
ways ro ger involved, instructions for donating
money and goods, and helpful informatrion for
volunteers. A few congregalions have a link ro
rhe IHN website included on rtheir websites. This
is 3 greal way for the congregation o stay
connected fo IHN. In addition, having a link fo
IHN 3allows porential new congregation
members fo see whar kinds communiry
oulreach rthe congregation is involved in. We
would love ro know if you are able ro persuade
your congregalion fo incorporate a link ro rthe
IHN sire inro rheir websire.

]2008 Schedule

Though rhe dog days of summer are upon us, if s
rime ro begin rhinking abour rhe 2008 Hosr
Schedule. This will be an imporrant fopic ar rhe
next Coordinators Meefing. Please email Heidi if:

= there are days/weeks rthar your
congregalion had in 2007 rhar you do
nol want in 2008

= you rhink your congregation could rake
on more hosting (additional full or partial
week/s)

* rhere are specific days/weeks rhar you

would like your congregation fo have in
2008

Michigan Tax Credit




Did you know rhar money donated fo IHN is
eligible for the Michigan Homeless Shelrer/Food-
Bank Nonrefundable Tax Credit? IHN has been
designared as a qualified agency under rhis rax
credil. Please feel free ro pass rhis informarion
along ro your congregation.

sbo,l“f

foe: Gimme Shelrer: Save rhe Datre!
Gimme Shelrer, IHN s annual fall fundraiser, is
Sarurday, Ocrober 20 ar 6:30 p.m. ar rthe Morris
Lawrence Building ar Washfenaw Communily
College. As always, there will be grear food,
music, and a silenr acrion. Casey will be
contacting Congregation Coordinafrors rowards

the

Coordinators Meeting 2007 end of
Schedule Augqus

r fo

Thursday, Seprember 06 enlist
7pm ar Alpha House your
help

Tuesday, November 13 wirh
7pm ar Alpha House selling
rickers

. Please save rhe date and we hope o see you
there!

Gimme Shelrer Volunteer Opportunity
10 volunreers are needed fo help ar rthe Gimme
Shelter 'stuffing party’ on Thursday, Auqust 23,
5:15pm-8:30pm. Volunteers will stuff, seal and
mail invirations fo Gimme Shelrer. Supplies,

dinner and beverages will be
provided. Inreresred individuals should RSVP ro
Casey Frazee ar 822-0220 or

cfrazeef@alphahouse-ihn.orqg.

2007 Updatred Schedule
An undared version of the 2007 Hosr Schedule is
arrached ro rthis issue of rthe Coordinaring Times.
Please review if and ler Heidi know if you have
any questions or concerns.

Questions, concerns, ideas?
Please conracr Volunreer Coordinaror
Heidi Beck, MSW

Interfairh Hospirality Nefrwork ar Alpha House
4290 Jackson Road
Ann Arbor, Ml 48103
Phone: 734-822-0220
Fax: 734-822-0226
www.alphahouse-ihn.org
hbeck@alphahouse-ihn.org




Michigan Food Stamp Challenge:
September 4-10

The Inrerfaith Council for Peace and Justice is
organizing rhe Michigan Food Stamp Challenge
fo raise awareness abour rhe experience of
poverty and food insecurity and rthe imporrance
of the food stamp program. Michigan Food
Stamp Challenge parricipanis pledge ro spend
only S$21 dollars for the week on food the
average amount food sfamp recipients receive.

Bur il s abour more than understanding,
it s abour action.

Congress will vofe on proposed cufls fo Food
Stamps rthis Ocrober. When you Fake the
Challenge, you help share rthe word abour rthe
importance of food security in our counfry. You
join part of a movement thar is raising
awareness, skarting conversations, getting rhe
message oul in rthe media, and lefting your
leaders in Washington know how you feel
about rhis issue.

Food Stamp Challenge Rules

l. You can only spend $21 on food and
beverages during the Challenge week.

2. All food purchased and earen during rthe
Challenge week, including fasr food and
dining our musr be included in the roral
spending.

3. Do nor ear food rhar you already own.

4. Avoid accepring free food from friends,
family, or at work.

For more information abour the Michigan Food
Stamp Challenge contact:
The Inrerfaith Council for Peace and Justice
7350 Tappan, Ann Arbor, MI 48104
phone: 734-663-1870 email: info@icpj.ner
www.michiganfoodstampchallenge.orq




2007 IHN Host Schedule

DATE HOST SUPPORT SUPPORT SUPPORT
Janl-Jan7 Ann Arbor Seventh-day Adventist Church | Shalom Community Church
WEEKEND DAYS OPEN
Jan 8 - Jan 14 First United Methodist Church of Ypsi | (Breakfast to afternoon 5:30)

Jan 15 -Jan 21

Westside United Methodist Church

Jan 22 - Jan 28

First Presbyterian Church of Saline

Jan 29 - Feb 4 First Unitarian Universalist Congregation | Beth Israel
Bethel United Church of Christ | Chelsea Free Methodist
Feb5-Feb 11 Huron Hills Baptist Church (Sat. dinner & activity) (Sun. dinner & activity)

Feb 12 - Feb 18

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

Feb 19 - Feb 25

St. Mary Catholic Church

Community of Christ
Feb 26 - Mar 4 First United Methodist Church of AA | (Sat dinner & activity)
Adrian Lewis EMU BSW Students Bethel United Church of Christ
o ) (Wed activity only) (Sat. dinner and activity)
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
Chelsea Free Methodist Sam Estenson
Mar 5 - Mar 11 (Sun dinner and activity) Mon, Tues, Thurs Overnights

Mar 12 - Mar 18

First United Methodist Church of Chelsea

Mar 19 - Mar 25

St Clare of Assisi Episcopal
Church/Temple Beth Emeth

Mar 26 - Apr 1 First Presbyterian Church of AA
Apr2-Apr8 OPEN
Apr 9 - Apr 15 St. Paul Lutheran Church

Apr 16 - Apr 22

First Baptist Church of Ypsilanti

Apr 23 — Apr 29

Huron Hills Baptist Church

Bethel United Church of Christ
(Sat. dinner & activity)

Chelsea Free Methodist
(Sun. dinner & activity)

Apr 30 - May 6 First Unitarian Universalist Congregation | Beth Israel (T & Th)
Bethlehem United Church of Christ
Sunshine Circle Women'’s Group

May 7 - May 13 Dexter United Methodist Church (Monday dinner & activity)

May 14-May 20

First United Methodist Church of Ypsi

U of M Indian Student Association
(Saturday breakfast & lunch)

NorthRidge
(Sunday breakfast)

May 21-May 27

Ann Arbor Seventh-day Adventist Church

Shalom Community Church

Red Hat Society:
Contact Ms. Robinson
(Tuesday Dinner)

May 28 - Jun 3 St. Paul Missionary Baptist
Bethel United Church of Christ | Chelsea Free Methodist
Jun 4 - Jun 10 St Francis of Assisi Catholic Church | (Sat. dinner & activity) (Sun. dinner & activity)
St Clare of Assisi Episcopal NorthRidge
Jun 11 - Jun 17 Church/Temple Beth Emeth (Sunday breakfast)

Jun 18 - Jun 24

First United Methodist Church of AA

Community of Christ
(Sat. dinner & activity)

Jun 25-Jul 1

First United Methodist Church of Chelsea




2007 IHN Host Schedule

Jul 2- Jul 8 Dexter United Methodist Church

Jul 9 - Jul 15 St. Andrew Catholic Church
NorthRidge

Jul 16 - Jul 22 First Presbyterian Church of Saline (Sunday breakfast)
Bethel United Church of Christ | Chelsea Free Methodist Aura Ahuvia & Family

Jul 23 - Jul 29 Huron Hills Baptist Church (Sat. dinner & activity) (Sun. dinner & activity) (Sun. afternoon activity 3-4:30)
Aura Ahuvia & Family

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church | (Sun. afternoon activity 3-4:30)

Jul 30 - Aug 5

Foundation of Faith Aura Ahuvia & Family
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints | (Sat. lunch & afternoon activity) (Sun. evening activity)
Aug 6 - Aug 12

Aug 13 - Aug 19

St Clare of Assisi Episcopal
Church/Temple Beth Emeth

NorthRidge
(Sunday breakfast)

Detroit Church of Christ
(Sun. afternoon activity &
dinner)

Aug 20 - Aug 26

OPEN

Bethel United Church of Christ
(Sat. dinner & activity)

Chelsea Free Methodist
(Sun. dinner & activity)

Aug 27 - Sep 2

First Baptist Church of Ypsilanti

Sep3-Sep9

First Unitarian Universalist Congregation

Beth Israel (T & Th)

Foundation of Faith
(Sat. lunch & afternoon activity)

Sep 10 - Sep 16

First Presbyterian Church of AA

Bethel United Church of Christ
(Sat. dinner & activity)

NorthRidge
(Sunday breakfast)

Chelsea Free Methodist
(Sun. dinner & activity)

Sep 17 - Sep 23

Westside United Methodist Church

Sep 24 — Se30 First United Methodist of Chelsea
Jewish Cultural Society
) ) ] .| Saturday day only SUNDAY DAY OPEN
Oct1-0Oct? First United Methodist Church of Ypsi (Breakfast, lunch, & afternoon 5:30) (Breakfast, lunch, & afternoon 5:30)
Foundation of Faith Bethel United Church of Christ | Chelsea Free Methodist
(Sat. lunch & afternoon activity) (Sat. dinner & activity) (Sun. dinner & activity)
Oct8-0ct 14 Huron Hills Baptist Church

Oct 15 - Oct 21

St. Francis Catholic Church

NorthRidge
(Sunday Breakfast)

Oct 22 - Oct 28

St. Paul Lutheran Church

Bethlehem United Church of Christ
Youth Group Halloween Party
Saturday 1-5pm

Oct 29 - Nov 4

St. Mary Catholic Church

Nov 5-Nov 11

OPEN

Foundation of Faith
(Sat. lunch & afternoon activity)\

Nov 12 - Nov 18

First United Methodist Church of AA

Community of Christ
(Sat. dinner & activity)

NorthRidge
(Sunday breakfast)

Nov 19 - Nov 25

First Unitarian Universalist Congregation

Beth Israel (T & Th)

Nov 26 - Dec 2

Dexter United Methodist Church




2007 IHN Host Schedule

Dec 3-Dec 9

First Presbyterian Church of AA

Foundation of Faith
(Sat. lunch & afternoon activity)

Bethel United Church of Christ
(Sat. dinner & activity)

Chelsea Free Methodist
(Sun. dinner & activity)

Dec 10 - Dec 16

First United Methodist Church of Chelsea

NorthRidge
(Sun. breakfast)

Dec 17 - Dec 23

St Clare of Assisi Episcopal
Church/Temple Beth Emeth

Dec 24 - Dec 30

OPEN

Bethel United Church of Christ
(Sat. dinner & activity)

Chelsea Free Methodist
(Sun. dinner & activity)
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